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TRAIVSLATOR'S IVOTE

Of late the question of SIMILARITY between the seal of

the Prophethood and that of Sainthood has become a subjet for

discussion. What is surprising to me is that lrtanv of those who

participate in discussions do not even have the basic knowledge

of Daai (;r:) Tabai (r+u) Mathbu (71) and their limitations.

Infact Hazratlt Afzal-ul-ulema, in one of his arhcles, appeared in

U r d u  M o n t h t v N O O R - E - H A Y A T  i n  J u n e  1 9 8 1 ,  h a s  i n  d e t a i l

discussed fr&;"" most convincingiv. As most of the mertbers

o f  voung genera t ion  and par t i cu la r iy  those rvho are  se t t led

abroad are not fuliv conversant with urdu, I thought it rr'ould be

appropriate i f  this art ic le is put into Engl ish. Hence I  drd so and

later in Apri l  -  June this vear h'hen I  v is i ted states, I  shorved this

to Hazrath Abul Fateh Jved Nusrat Saheb in Chicago. I arr giad

to sav that I -Jaz. Nusrat l l ivan Saheb despite his health and being

in  res t  a f te r  a  ma;c r  Surgen 'case,  took  Pa ins  to  go  th rough the

a r t i c i e  m i n u t e l v ,  a n d  c a r r i e d  o u t  c o r r e c t i o n s  / a d d i t i o n s /

ohsv3fions wherever necessary and thereafter forcecl me to get it

printed for the benefit of one and all.

Hence it is coming to you on this auspicious & memorable

dav of 574th Birth Amiversary of IMAM MEHDI A.S. with the

co-operaiion of Hazrath Jalal Miyan Saheb of NOOR-E-HAYAT.

I  r io  no t  th ink  tha t  the  work  i s  f law less  and I  sha l l  be

tharrkrr-ii i i our readers take the trouble to bring the same to my

kr,cr.'lerlge so that errors if any are removed in the nert edition.

I am thankful one and all who helpeti rne rnthis respect

and orav Allah the most beneficient and mercuul to bless them all

Faqeer ,l\IoM. Dawood Ali Khan

15 th Aug. 2000

14th Jamadi-w-Awwal 7427 AH

lhe Artt,

Afzal UI Ulenta Hazrat Alhaj illuulat
Ex- President Majlis Uleul
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THE SIMILARITY BETWEEN

THE TWO SEALS
May Allah bless them and give them peace

Shortly before he expired, Hazrat Imam lr4ahdi (PBUF!,

w h i l e  r e s t i n g  h i s  h e a d  i n  t h e  i a p  o f  B a n d a g i  M i y a n  S y s d

K h u n d m i r  S i d d i q - e - W i l a 1 ' a t  ( l t Z A )  r e c i t e d  a n d  s t ' a t e d  t h e

(Divinely taught) n-reaning of the foliowing Quranic verse:

'5 -jJt g" ut tr; arr tJt''-' r 
f,;.ri:tf 

o djt Jt trcrt rsL"- c'ia g

t\4eaning : Say thou (O Muhamtnad): "This is my way, I do invite

unto Allah on an insight, clear as the seeing with one's e-Ves, I and

the one who followeth me. Glory be to Allah!.&td I anr not of the

polytheists: ". (AI-Quran 1 2/ 1 06)

T l r e  " R a t i o n a l t s t  C o n t n t e r ' t a t o r s "  ( N 4 u f a s s i r e e n - e -

M u t a k a l l i m e e r r )  h a v e  t a k e r r  l r t t l e  c a r e  i n  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h i s

par t i c t r la r  verse .  The words  " ILAL-L ,LAH"  mean in6g " rowards

Al lah" ,  \ \  c le  in te rpre ted  by  t l rem as  " lLA DEINILLAH"  " towards

the relii;ion oi C,od' which means that I call towartls the religion

of Allah. The Quranic word "Baseerath" was interpretecl by them

as 'a  c lear  log ic ' .  T l re  te rm "Tab i -Fo l lower"  in  the  verse  was

interpreted as a con'rmon follower, lvhether he happened to be a

perfect or a defective follower. The said schr:lars meant that ii

was thern r .r 'ho had to invi te people towards rel igion of ls lam



through argument and logic.

We differ with this kind of interpretation of the verse' In

standard dictionaries the word "Baseerathu has been defined to

rneaB "Insight" besides "clear logic" etc, and several saintly/sufi

Commentators have preferred to adopt "insight" instead of "logic"

e t c .  G o d  A l m i g h t y  i n  t h e  a b o v e  v e r s e  u s e d  t h e  w o r d

, 'Tabi-Fol lower" in an absolute sense and from the absolute

"Mutlaq" as a ruIe, always the most perfect individual of the kind

of group is interpreted. Hence, the defective follower who cannot

folow the Prophet (May Al lah bless him and give him peace)

perfect ly cannot be meant as the "fol lower" mentioned in the

verse and his call cannot be admissible. An "innocent" i'e, one

who is free from sin, can be perfectly foilowecl oniy by the one,

who is himself an "innocent" His call tort'ards Aliah r+'il l be as

ob l iga tor l '  to  respond as  t i re  ca l l  o f  the  Messenger  o f  A l lah

himself (PBUH). And that happens to be the person of the caiiph

of  A l lah  lmam Mahd i  (PBUH) .  The fo l low ing  t rad i t ion  o f  the

Prophet (PBUH) happens to be the real interpretation of the term

"Follower" in the verse:

eJan- IJ L9 -l JB- r-f Lt{.Jl
"Al-Mahdi-u Minni Y'aqftto Asari l4'a La Yukltti"

(Meanirrg) The Mahdi is from me, he wili walk in mv foot steps

and he wi l l  never err.

I t  i s  u ' r i t ten  i r r  t l re  cornnrentary  o f  Quran c r l le3  the

"Tan,eeiat" that by the words "Hazihi Sabeeli" - th:s is mv rt'ar', is

meant  the  oneness  o f  the  person o f  cod  And she i l  Akbar

(Muhiuc- lc l in Ibn Arabi)  R.A. has said that f rom the word 'Vann'

in  the  phrase "Man i t - taba-an i "  Imam Mahd i  (PBUH)  is  meant .

()ur h:ram (PBLIH) too said thal

is rneant my own humble sel f .

A rule of Arabic grarn-lT

;rart ic le Ma = u =Not,  preced,

person) ,  the  qua l i t y  i t  negat rs

said first person. Hence, in the (

.-5.rL.
WA MA ANA \1 I )

meaning "And I am not of the :
p ' r receded the  Is t  person pron(

n e g a t i o n  o f  p o l y t h e i s m  t h e

Muhammad (PBUH) because th
Ist prerson "Ana" meaning ',1" st
the I'�rophet himself (t.,BUH).

And since total negatior

t l re "Dn-ee t l la lahi  ala baseerat in.

on  an  ins iqh t ,  i .e .  t l re  N4essenger

f o l l o u ' e r ,  I m a m  M a h d i , s  h o i r ,  I
P e o l ' r l e  t o n ' a i - c l s  A I l a h  o n  a n

polvtheism r.r 'ould be his quel i t r

c l iv inelr , '  taught meaning of t f ie r , ,

^_ . ,1c . . . ,L ( : -
"Ma her  do  az  jum,a- t

u,e bot lr  are noi f r . . rn I
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; F .  i n e  f o i l o w i n g  t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h e

be the reai inter'. 'rretation of the term

I J; *-,l ;-re-Jt

| ).r,.;.'.'c'.,$.rr h't L1 Y'ukhti"

rn !n€. he will walk in mv foot stePs

I  cc : ' :a . : r ren tary  o f  Quran ca l led  t i re

b .Hazihi Sabeeli" _ this is mr. rr.rr., is

3 e r s o n  o f  G o d .  A n d  S h a i k  A k b a r

hes said that f rom the wo:d 'Mann"

a n : '  I m a m  M a l r d i  ( P B U F J ;  : s  r n e a n t .

z

our hnam (PBUH) too said trrat by the wortr "Mar,-.' in this verse
is rneant my own humble self.

A rule of Arabic €irammar lays dor.r,n that when negative
i-rarticle Ma = l" = Not, precedes an irrdependent pronoun (first
frerson),  the qual i ty i t  negates becomes the specif ic t rai t  of  the
said first person. Hence, in the euranic Verse:

L)S .-\Jl dr, Ul L.J

WA MA ANA MINAL MUSHRIKEEN

meaning "And I am not of the polytheists", particle "Ma,, l, l.1sg
preceded the  Is t  pe lson pronoun "Ana"  Th is  makes the  to ta l
n e g a t i o n  o f  p o l y t h e i s m  t h e  s p e c i f i c  q u a l i t y  o f  p r o p l . r e t

Muhammad (PBUH) because the independent pronoun denoting
Ist rrsl5on 

"Ana" meaninE; "I" stands for the very rrory person of
the Prophet hinrself (I,BUH).

Ancl since total rregation of porytheism is the quality of
t l re "Da-ee I l la lahi  ala baseerat in" the one who cal ls towarcls Al lah
on an insieirt, i.e. the Messenger of Alrah (PBUH) ancr his perfect
fol lou'er,  lmam Mahdi 's hoiy person too is the one who cal ls
Lreo ! ' t le  towards  AI rah  on  an  ins igh t ,  the  to ta r  negat ion  o f
pol'theism rn'ould be his quarity arso. Hence, while stating the
di'inel1' taugl'rt meaning of trre verse our Imam (PBUH) said that:

,rl t, Ott-r-:,- +L- ;l ;.r r,rL
"Ma her do az jumia-e-Mushrikan Na-aim"
u'e botlr are not from among the p.roly1hs1sg,



.  On hearing this Bandagi Miyan Syed Khundrnir  (RZA)

inquired softly from Hazrat Syed Mahmood, Sani-e-Mahdi (RZA)

as to r,r'hat kind of shirk-polythesirn is meant by this and it should

b e  c l a r i f i e d ,  o t h e r w i s e  i t  w ' o u l d  b e  d i f f i c u l t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .

Thereupon, Imam Mahdi (PBUH) opened his eves and told that

one who env is ioned A l lah  as  l im i ted  is  the  po l i ' the is t .  Th is

statement of lmam Mahdi (PBUH) means that one who envisions

Aliah as lirnited is a polytheist or "Mushrik" and since both the

Seals - "Khatimain" o.,ly do not envision Aliah as limited they are

not polvtheist - "Mushrik", The vision of God is of rvr'o kinds,

one is  a -bso lu te  o r  un l im i ted  and the  o ther  i s  l i rn i ted .  The

unl imited vis ion of Al lah is cai ied Rur,at-e-Mutlacla, i t  is absolute

and u, i thout an1, mgdlurn and there is no end to i t .  Cn the other

hand Ruvat -e -Mur ia ' , ' i c la i i  i .  l im i ted , ; t  i s  in t l i rec t  anc l  i t  s toprs  31

sonre stat ion (Maqanr).  t lo ih the Seais of Cod 1m;rr r \ i la ir  bless

t h e m . r n c l  g i v e  t h e r n  P e d c e )  h a p p ' ' s n  t o  b e  t h e ' m i . r r t r r "  o f  t h e

person of onetress. Tireir  v is ion is not through ant ' tned:um. This

kind of vision is referred to as "Ruvat-e-Mulaoa" Except the two

seals (peace be upon them) whoever beholds Gods beholds Him

ii, the "Niche" - lvlishkatir of the seal of Viiyah of Muhammad

(I'BUH), i.e. Mishkat-e-Khatim-e-Vilayatt-e-Muhammadiya Tiris

is a 'i imited vision'. Since this kind of vision has n eienretrt of
'strangeness", the term'shirk'can be notionally apolied to it. 

'[ i,e

fwo Seals (peace be upon them) are free and over and above t:'om

this nominal 'shirk' aiso. "Ila Ma Ana Minal Musit;;. etn - I am

not o.ne amongst the polvtheists is the dominion of tr:-' ' l:::bon".

Some people mrstake 'Farr.r-c-F-ar ' . : l  -  Fer lec: ei ;ac:ng of

sel f  and "Ruys1-u-plut lar la ' '  -  absolute r ' ' is ion, as one ani l i^e same.

W h e r e a s ,  a f t e r  F a n a - e ' k a l t r l l  -  : e r r e c t  a n n l h i l a t : o n  : :  ^ " - ,  t h e

niecl iurn of t i re Nicl- ,e ct  the Se
rnrrst .  I -he place of alrs.r lute v

ann i l i i l a t ion  s ince ,  i t  i s  the  _ i ta
-ce'alS, ( f reace be up' 'en thep)

N{ t rs i i rn  f rom top  to  toe ,  and
Waseta",  etc are son-re of ,he :nte

S ince  our  l l : ranr  i r r ,  , : : .

l v l u s l a n r a n ; "  - L - e : n F  ; : l ; . . : =  :
\ V l s e t a ,  d i r . e c t  b l e s s i n c s  t ( r  \ . , l r ,

Sved Khuirdmir,  af ter t i  r :  i - . . .  -*
' -cveda in '  -  the  fwc l  p ;ou  - r  = - : :
l '4rrsi int  f tom top to tcre ind : :
absolute vis ion. ' [ ' i re 

c, ' . ,  i , ,  r :^: : . :

s t . ) t i o l ' t  o f  ; r i . s o i t r t e  r : - l , r i r  t r  . . r

I r ave  reachec l  i t  as  i l t e l r  f  , r - .  . ,  . : . .

I ' i re  other  fornt  of  i i . . : r  a t

that  t l - re c l r " iest  of  the s, :eke:  c , i

L r i , .  ' r i - l 1ca .  ao t - , i en t  ' , r , i t h  o l t e  S .
r rani i r :s faLion o i  c 'n i ,V one t ra: t .

S i r rce t i re  t r . , 'o  Seais are the mani i

t i - r fv  c l t , :  i l ' , . . .  re .^  . \ i rdul ia i is  -  Se:

does  l . r o t  t n . j  - t '  . t r , r  oo in t  T i i a

tha t  t l r e re  i :  r r - -  . . l r : t  t o  t i t e  l e : so

t l r e  ques t  o f  l r : e  r ' . . ,  o  Se r . s  Tn :

aLrsoiute r , ' is ior , .  Ccr- , : : :< i  to  t l
r , ' i s i on  men t i oned  ea r . : e r  , , r  h l : h

t reate l i  or  takr tn A:  - -n; : . . .  -  , , . i  . , .  !

(peace be upon the;r ;  : r : . . ,  - - . , :nFl ,



\ { : ran  Sved Khunc lmi r  (RZA)

Mahmood, Saru-e-Mahdi (RZA)

f,i :s :ne3ni bv this and it should

i C  b . €  d r f r : c u l t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e '

) orened h:s eves and told that

i r . : : e . :  : >  t h e  : o l v t h e i s t '  T h i s

l: ::rear,s tl^.at one rr'ho en"'isions

r r ' ) . lu . i , : : l * '  an l  s ince  bo th  the

r. ' , ' : i :  \n .1. . . ' r r  ; rs i ln; ied t i rey are

:  \ : : : !  n  o f  G o d  i s  o f  n l o  k i n d s ,

r : . :  l ; r e . ' t h e r  i s  l l r r i t e d '  T h e

f,  . :  :  .  . , : - - : -) ' ' !  - l l . r t la,  i t  is absolute

le: i  -  -  .  : : - . i  to l i  Orr the other

i::-: .: :-i .. -: .:. ':t ::t rl lt stoPs at

? trl-r .: Ci C, -'.1 :' : . .'f ,lf i-r blgSS

F : Y :  i l  b :  t : e  : l : : : f ) l  o f  t i r e

is  rot  th :ou:h an. '  : : rc ' : :un This

Rui ' : : -e- \1u. :oa Ercept  the t rvo

x ' .  - : :  :ehol , js  Gods beholds Him

le  - : i .  o f  V i i vah  o f  Muhammad

+ ' .  : . n \  a t t - e - \ l uhammat - l i va  T i r i s

i - . . - i  c :  r  is io l t  has n e lcn ' Ie t l t  o i

t i at :-,cticlnaliv app'ied tr ' i t Ti 'e

a;e f ree and over  ani  : rore i :o in

Va .4,tt,t ,\lina'' .\/u-t.;:--.' :";-"' 
'- 

I am

is  t he  . - j o r t : L : l n  : :  : : : ;  : : - : f on ' '

l a : - , - .  l . : : : - . : . '  - ' . - : i ' - ' : :  r : : 3 .1nS  O f

SO. ; :=  ' .  -S iCn .  :S  Cne  : : i  : : e  Same '

.  : . : ' . - - - '  : : ' : . : h : . r i . : r  
' '  ^ ' :  '  t h e

I

I
I

nredium of the Niche of the Seal of Vilayah of Muhammad is a

must. Ihe place of absolute vision is a higl-rer tlran the perfect

ar-rnili i lation since, it is the 'station' specialil ' meant for the two

s . : . r l s ,  (peace be  up ton  them) .  "Sar  Ta  Pa Musa lman i "  o r  be ing

i \ . l t rs i i rn  f rom top  to  toe ,  and the  d i rec t  b iess ing  "Fa iz -e-B i la

Waseta", etc are some of the interpretations of this 'station'.

Since our lmam has given tlre giad tidings of "Sar Ta Pa

l v l u s l a n r a u ; "  - b e i n g  m u s l i m  f r o m  t o r r  t o  t o r '  a n d  F a i z - e - B i l a

\ \1aseta, Li  l ' r 'ct  l ' r lessings to l r{eeran Sved \Jahmood and Mivan

Sr,ed Khundnru' ,  at fer i l re tv, 'o seals rcrcr D€ Lt l -)on them) oni iz the
'Syedain' - the trgcl f.iou.- Syeils (liZ.r; 

'Lr), 
tire grace cri Allah H'ere

L4irsi i l i r  i ' . , , ' r r ' .  t i . l ; r  to tc,e atr ' l  L-rc ' t I  t ' i  t i t r , : ln ' i : . i : l l . :11 t |e stat ion of

al--soiuie vision. 
'l ire 

c,rrlV cliffererrce is tirat fcrr- the two Seals, the

s t . r t io r r  o f  abso iu te  v is ion  is  o r ig ina i l y  n reant  i rn t l  the  Sveda in

irave r.eachecl it as tlreir follc'lvers.

l' ire otirer form of Ruvat-e-Muqayidah - lin'ritecl vision is

that the c1r:est of  the s ' :eker of God ends at one stat ion and he

b i - . ' , r n r e ! -  c o l ' r i r . l r t ' , r ' i i l r  o n e  g i o r i o u s  v i s i o n  o r  h e  m a y  b e  a

manif t :stai . ion oi  onlv one trai t .  This is termed as ' l imited vis ion' .

Siuce tire tu'o Seals are tire manifestations of the very 'person' and

t1',e), ar rr tl ',e real Abd ullairs' - Servants of God, their 'Sair' or quest

rioes not errd rt . 'rn1' proini. That is why our lmam (PBUH) said

that there is no iimit to the 'person of Allah' and ihere is no end to

the quest of tire rrvo Seals. This is the Ruyat-e-Mutlacla or the

alrsolute vision. Compared to this r.rnending l{uyah - vision, the

vision mentioned earl ier which ends at a 'stat ion'  is not ional ly

tfeated or taken as 'Shirk - uolviheisrn from which the t'wo seals

(peace be upon them) o." .o*i,"tely free. As the 'svedain' - the



two Seals (peace be upon them) are competely free. As the
'Syedain' the two Syed have 'Sair' - journey in the 'Bein6;' of the
two Seals , the Syedain too have an unending spiritual joumey

n'hiclr does not end at a given point. From this point of view the
t rvo  sveds  (RzA)  a lso  have the  Ruyat -e -Mut laga or  absoru te
vision which is the special trait of the tu'o seais. The tn'o syeds
are attlibuted with this Lrait in following the two Seals.

*t-!*2t g l.;y,dJlJ.ai elJt5

That is the grace of Allah, He grants to whoever he likes.

This very 'Station' is tire Place where there is no tiifference
betvveen the Messenger a*d the Mahdi (peace be upon trrem) and
b e t w e e n  M e e r a n  S v e d  M a h m o o d  ( R Z A )  a n d  M i v a n  S y e d
Khundmir (RZA). l f  th is part icular fact is kept in view, there
remailrs nt-r cioubt in tlre mind about tlre equaiih' of the two seals
and the ecluality of tlre fwo Svecls being the truth.

The 'equality of Svedain' is our euami Eteqad - collective
faith'of our group which is based on the sayings of Hazrat Mahdi,
the pron-r isecl  one (PBUH), n 'hich happens to be beyond any
question and which does not require any proof or arfiument to be
acceptecl as trtre. However, tlre equaliW of tlre Messenger and the
Promised lv lahd i  (Peace be  upon them)  is  no t  con f inec j  to  the
ir4al-rcja ' is alone. The'Muhaciqiqqen of Ahr-e-sunnah' the rea l ists,

meaning the Saints and Sufi sclrolars belonging to the ;rsoprle of
sunnah are aiso convinced and they believe in the e<luaiiN of the
two Sea ls  (Peace be  upon them) .  Accorc . l inq  to  them prophet

Mohammad (PBUH) is t l re Seal of  prophets and Hazrat Mahdi
(PBL]H) is thc : :u. i l  i ; i  sarnts of Is lam. The relat ionship bewteen

Hazrat Rasool Ul lah (pBUF
(PtsUH) as comtemplated by
which  we Mahdav is  be l iev
different interpretations to th
this reiation befweerr the tn.
'Resemblance', 

some others
some others cal l  i t  'Equal i t r

Equality'is the same describi
and the Imam (peace be upon

Before we ascertain th,
it would be intereshng to ;utc
to the Messenger of Ai jah ,  p3l

About 100 r,ears a{c ;r
whether frorn the foljor^,,ers cf
person similar to himl \lauivr
a tradi t ion (Hadith) arpped rr
Ibn Abbas nanated t l iat  -  Lr l i
Earts and each [,arth has a [,
prophets l ike ,Adam, \c, ;r i r ,  .1,
them). ( f roni  the books c.f  T;
Abdui H.r i  S.r i r i ] :  ansrr.ered ai l
a b o r , e  t : , t , , i : : : , - , i i  a l t d  p . r c , ,  e d
d e s i g r r r t e . j  a >  r \ 1 a : ; . r o  o r  n a
( P B U H )

S o m e  F r e o p i e  h a i  e  b i
prophethoor.l rn.i rt s entl r..:th I
t l rat  the l \4esse1ge:- t , ;  . { , .ah r j ,3
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Hazrat Rasool Ul lah (PBUH) and Hazrat Mahdi the promised

(PtsUH) as comtemplated by the said realist scholars is the same

wlr ich we Mahdavis bel ieve. The Sunni scholars have given

different interpretations to these relations. Some of tirem describe

this reiation betweerr the two Seals as 'SimilariW', some call it
'Resemblance',  some others cal l  i t  ' resembiance in total iV' ,  yet

some others cal l  i t  'Equal i ty ' .  Mahdavia term the 'Taswiath -

Equalitv' is the same describing the relation between the Prophet

and the lmam (peace be upon them).

Before we ascertain the relationship between the two Seals

it would be intereshing to know if there can be a person identical

to the Messenger of Allah (PBUH).

About 100 years ago in india, scholars discussed the issue

whether frorn the followers cf the Prophet (PBUH) there can be a

l'r€rson simiiar to him? Maulvi Abclul Hai Farangi Mal'rii quoting

a tradition (Hadith) arpped in favour of the possibiliry. Hazrat

Ibn Abbas nan'ated tliat - Like the seven skies, tlrere are sevet'l

Earts and eacir Earth iras a Prophet lir.e vour lrroprhet and also

p'rrop'rhets I ike At iam, Noah, Abrahanr and iesu.. .  ( l 'eace be u;te11

them.). (frcrni the books of Tabarani, Bai-Haqi and Hakim etc.)

Abdul Hai Sahil: answered all the objections made regarding the

a b o v e  t r a r i : t i o n  a n d  p r r o v e d  t h a t  t i r e  t r a d i t i o n  i s  s o u n d  a n d

des ignated  as  'Mar foo '  o r  nar ra ted  f rom the  Prophet  h imse l f

(PBUH)

S o m e  L r e o p l e  h a v e  b a s e d  t l ' r e i r  a r g u m e n t  u p o n  t h e

prophethoocl anc'l it 's end r,r'ith the Seal of prophethood. Thev say

ihat the Messenger of Al iah (PBUH) is the Prophet and the Seal of



all Prophets hence it is not possible that there could be a person
identical to hirn, r.vhereas, it is not necessary for a person iclentical
to  h im to  be  a  p rophet  a lso .  Amongst  t r rousands o f  ear r ie r
prophets, in spite of their being propheS there was not a single
prophet itlentical to the Messenger, nlav Airah bless and gi'e him

Lreace and hrs beini; Kiratinr-ul-Anbii'a seal of the l,rophets does
not necessarily mean that iclentificatiorr arrd similaritv to him is
i m p o s s i b l e .  M a u i v i  I - { y d e r  A l i  o f  R a m p u r  b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e
prossibl i$ of a simi lar i tv anc. l  he wrote t l rat  a King ma1, have 1..
fwo official n'ith tliffelent desig'raLions ancl duties but as far as
their status is concerned thev ma)/ be held by the King equal irr
rank .  Mau l ' i  Faza l  [ {a t1  o f  Kha i rabad was a  grea t  schorar  in
philosophv and logic. He 'ehementlv cleniecr the p'ssibiliqv of a
s i m i l a r i t y .  H e  r . l ' r . t e  a  b o o k  t i t i e , l ' l m t i n a - a n u a z e e r ,  i . e .
impossibi l i t l '  of  a Simi ia. i i r  .  \ Ia, .r i ' i  Abt lul  Hai,  Maulvi  Hvder
A i i  a n c  N l a u i ' i  F r z - a i  I J a r l  d i e t i  a n d  t h e  c i e b a t e  r e a c h e d  r r o
conc l t ;  ; i r rn .

l ' {a ' -r lv i  Fazal Hat l 's son rvraulvi  AbcJul Haq Krrairabadi
was verv leanred and believed like his father in 'Imtina-annazeer,

i.e. impossibiirv of similarity. whe^ he came to Hyderabad, tlre
issue vra:; discussed and il 'r the gathering, some of the schoia:.s
' w e r e  l ' i t l r  M a u l v i  A b d u l  H a q  K h a i r a b a d i .  A n o t h e r  ( i i : n i . : . j  j

\ laui ' i  Al . 'c j ' , :s i , , r  ; . rr , rc Qandl-r .rr i  rvas also present in tJrt  rr  :  , . : r rr ;
l \ , lauivi  . \bCur >amad Qancl l rr i  happerred to be t i_r, , :  : . . .  . i  L jr  ( , ,  1)ur
u lenra ,  Mau iana S-ved Nusra t  and Mau lana Sr . . - ,  . - .  :  , r : i  : - l  ra rns i

0iA) '  N4aulvi  Abdus samad Qandhari  la i , . i  i l r  ,  r , .  , , \ . ,  r i rq f , r  i l le
said occasion:

"Fven after accc:y.rtin.g lfis i/e-ss.,'i-!!!,t ():'.4,1i,1.h ,DE!_-i .;,, ir':.r.

Khatimul A:tltjv.a - -:'-,.i, .,r !

tt ' i thout one L)t l jr- .,,-. ' . ' ,r!

. rtbJigalor-r. i;t, l ;. :r.:t:

I f  l r is  b. j r i {  i :  r ._ . : -en

i n d i s p e n s a b l e ,  i t  ' , .  i , ; . . j  a :

\ \ rhat  is  i t4umtan;- r : l  , , ' ,  . . , : : -

I r r  i l r i s  c . r i e  t h e  1 r , , . ' ,  i _ : : i :

t he 'be ing  o f  t he  r r r . L  - - i , , : i  : :  '

\  . r  i

t h r :  : r : r c ,  ' -

- r i . l  . .  .

o f  i . 1 , ' , - : : . : : ' .

r ep r l l '  
' f r  

t :

sc l to l .u 's  e^. , ,

t t  :

l r
r l

-  : : t .



ib:e :^: t  there could be a person

rl :e---i:sln' for a person identical

. { = . r : . : s t  t h o u s a n d s  o f  e a r l i e r

D:: i^r '5 there was not a single

r- : : ' .  . r . l l :h biess and give him

\ :b . . . :  : - : f , .  r r  l . re  l ' rophets  does

if .ca:: : : - .  r :J i : r , ; iar i tv to him is

r l ;  ^ :  F . 3 = : r . : :  b e i i e v e d  i n  t h e

|  ' r r : . ' r  : : ' . r '  . - l  K r n g  m a y  h a v e  . ' '

T ' . . r ' "  - r  . " . :  , ' l  t r r i e ;  L r u t  a S  f a f  a S

r . ' r ' ,  : - -  l 'e l . - .  bl  tne King equal in

r i : : . r : ' . - , ' - i  ' , . . . t<  a  l l rea t  scho la r  in

r .€ ' ' '  .  . : : : , . , ' : l  t i re  poss ib i l i t v  o f  a

[  : : ' - . '  i r r t ; r r : - a n n a z e e r '  i . e .

l . : .  .  : . : : - l  i - ia : .  \ ' l au lv i  Hvder

? :  . r - - :  : : 3 , :  e b : t e  r e a c h e d  t r o

r  \ la r . r ' i  Ac . iu l  Hac l  Kha i rabad i

i i<e h:.  : . -r i i r r :  ln Inrt ina-annazr:er '

\1r: : - ,  ; r- :  canre to H'vderabad, t l re

' i : ? : . , - ; h 9 .  S o n ' , : -  0 f  t h e  S C l f O i l : .

r  ' r .  - ' r ' - ' r h r d i  A n o t l t e f  ( ' ' h r  . . r r
f  " ' -

i r ' . i :  . : . : c  ; r r e s e n t  i n  t h e  , " ; 1 ' ' ' " 1 ] 1 ;

h a : : '  : ' c , l  t r . r  b e  t i t ' . '  : " .  ' '  .  :  ( , u r

r n j  l ' 1 . ' . u l a n a  S r . , - i  . . -  r : I  : ' r J r n s i

a n d i r . r : :  s a r d  t l r , '  , {  . i - ' r , " i , ' . :  f , t  t i l e

F-.:'.- ::'r t,,'' .4!i:l i '.t 
1-.:' .;'.. J,/-rt

B

Khatinul Anbiya - Seal of the prophets, his holy being will not be

v'ithout one of tlte foilowing conditions: his being would fu

. obligntorv, incli.qnensable or impossible orpeftib{

If his being happens to be Wajib ul wujud - obligatorily

indispensable, i t  ' . ryould amount to Goc{ being more than one.

!\rhat is i\4umtani-ul Wufud. impossible, is simply non-existin6i.

In t-his c;rse the holl' being of tire proLrhet is exisring. Therefore

the 'bcirr$ of t l re prtrpr i iet  is lv lurnkirr  -  possible.

l f  the simi lar of  the possible ' is indispensable, again there

rt 'ould be mult ipl ic ih 'of  the indispensable ancl t l re simi iar would

become suL'rerior tc.r the oliginal arrd this is t-'b",iously wrong. If

the sirni iar of  the Frossible is impossibie i t  is against the prossibi l i ty

that exists in the }-rossible. Vy'lren the sinrilar of possible cannot be

e i ther  inc i i s r re rnsab le '  o r  in rposs ib le  then i t  i s  p roved tha t  the

s in r i l . r r  o f  t l re  i )oss ib ie  i s  poss ib le .

i l l i in-rrh.,r . i ; r l  i rs S;rn'ra. i  Qanrl i rar i  St.rr td t i r t :  sorrndness oI

t l - re Lradit ion oi  l r rr  Abb.r. .  ( l iZA,) arrJ nr,r( le i r  \ t rulrg argr.rg ' ,"r ' ra

ci t ing L-r:r . l r  t i re crrrrventrutral  and the l ' . : t iona: e., ' ic icrrues i r-r  favour

of po.sibi l i t r  of  s imi lar iq ' .  Abdui I {aq Khairebadi did not 5; ive a

r e ' " . i i '  
. f  

i r r r s ,  i i  r s  e : i t . . b l i s h e d  t i r a t  s o n i e  o u t s t a n t l i n g  S u n n i

sclroi . r t . .  . r . . r ,  i ' , -  i i  . '  i ; :  i i t r .  ; ,q151;; l r l i11; r t i  t i re sirrr i lar i tv.

r , , ,  i  : i ( ) l t  j i r r : iC  t i td  l - . ] . r i i t - ' s lL . l rv  vvas  co l l \ ' e rsant

; : l l t j  t l t , -  i t - : , r r i t i t r r - r :  i  i  t h c  F t ' o p i r e t  ( P B U H ) .

i ! \ , i i . , -  q . '  i i 1 ,  l - . . . , 1 r 1 '  t r , i d i t i o n s ,  s . ' l v i l l g s  o f  t h e

.  l ' i i i . l : j t  J r r '  .  :  - :n  . ' l u . t i i ] l l r :  t i r t ,  f ( ) j ' I l !nF)  o f  lma. rn

t t  i r  s : r r r r r : ' r . ' r : : r i  r . , ' l i i j e  p i ' a i s i n g  t h e  I - ' r o ' , ' ' ' i 1 9 1



(PBUH) he u'rote the fol lowing couplet in his Kul ivat:

Muih ko Inkar Nahin Aanted-e-Mahdi se Nlagar

Gair Muntkin Hai kt>i Misl Ho Paitla Tera

The fact is there is only orre impossibility in this matter. Allah the

most High cannot create another Atlah like Himself. Even tl-ris is

clisrruted and some 
'Rationalist' scholars citing the Quranic verse.

J-S e ,F,rie dlt rrt

Verily Allah has power over everything

say th.t this is also p'.,ossible but it was ilever decreed. A group'r sf

people sav tirat:

o-rl4.-n o;+ o+;I4J!Idt '..,1 rli1.1l+r':r-'1,:t!; ':rl!

Zant-e-tu Qartir Ast bn Eeiad-e-Har Muhal lll:t ba

Aafreedan-e-Chcttln Ht u d I'agatta-e'

Therefore, from the conventional and the rational evidences it is

q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  a , s i m i l a r ' t o  t h e  M e s s e n g e r  ( P B U H )  i s  n o t

irnpossible.

.  From ihe sarr ing of Imam Mahdi that:

It iurlical.e ttre eqtralifv of tl-re Rasool atrr-l lrrlahdi Sinrilarll '

the equalifv coulC be pt'6r1'scl irom the \/erse:

it9.^-,Lr-l g!; cJ:r.1 .:r.r.^r

4 s n,'l n r a i't- a s ;t k a [l a It b u k :t !1 1 u q a n i a n,\ |'t i't t t t txt d a h

(79:/7 Rani isratl)

,, .-. 6tt ti u( ,$ { o1

t i t x n v P 0 / + , f i

Allah has promised Propha

to be awarded soon.

C o m n t e n t a t ( ) r s  i n t e i

blessing of Al lah for [ - ' rophe

commentators have i nte:Prett

s-#r : l

This rs lhe :r.t:-:eta

o f  t he  Rea i i s t  Ccn r .e - : r t r : s

Lnanr \ ' lahdi  i ls . '  :1 . , : . . :  ' . ! ' .a t

'Wi lavat-u l lah the €: i - - -?r€ lS

h i s  M e s s e n q e r  ( i ' F l L ' H  i h a '

' F l a n r i r l i v a t ' -  t r t a l s i l i : :  a n d  i

propagat i r rg t l te  : "u le:  c , i  Shi

send lou in  the st : l : l i ' r  ca- l

t l r e  s ta t i on  o f  t i r e  Se . r l  c f  " '

p l 'opasat :  i i r ' . -  :u ies o l  Haqr

m e a r . l s  t i r : t  t l e : , 1  l : : . s  i n  t : t
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ouPiet in h is  Ku l i va t :

,rrr j-e-.l.1.?,a.7,' -i€ "' I a ga r

ou .',!t9' f'|.' !'.t:.i.i Ter.t

oes:: : . : : r '  ln this ; l lJt ter.  Al lah the

r .d.ar i ike Himself .  Even this is

' (h.- .ars ct t :ng rhe Quranic verse.

!5.rre r lJtot

)lr'e: ove-r even'thing

:t \\ 'f,s irever decreed. A $rouP gf

:r . . -  --  iUFJI ! ' - ' " ' l r : l ! ;  c.r l i

Ez;:',|-e-Har Muhal lll: lta

rr;: {.';ucl \'agana-e'

,a- anC the rational evidences it is

r  t h e  \ { e s s e n t i e r  ( P B U H )  i s  n o t

n ) '1rh. i i  that :

) f  t i rc  i \ .1scr ' l  a t r t l  lv la l rd l .  S inr i lar )1 '

O:r. ,1' l.. \,efse:

9-: ."'.: jl 
..t-,

ti..-t .\ i u t: :t tti a tlt'\ 1.t :,- ttttxtd ah

8a r ;  i s ra t l )

Allah has promised Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) a divine stage

to be awarded soon.

Commenta tors  in te rper t  th is  as  d iv ine  mercy  and the

blessing of Allah for I'rophet Muhammad (PBUH)' The realist

commentators have interpreted Muqam-e-Mahmood as

cs.r4..Jt; tlq ir_ljt r*'.'= lte. Jo

This is the interpretation c: iafseer-e-Taveelat' and most

of the Reaiist Commentators have mentioned the same. Hazrat

lmanr \4ahdi also statecl tlrat the stage' of Muclam-e-Mahmootl is

'Wilavat-ullah' the essene is tl-rat Allah the Most High prornised

his Messeriger (PBUH) that r ight no,* '  You are in the stage of
'Flanrirlivat' - p-rraisin* and in the dress of prophetlrood vou are

propagating tlre rules of Shariah-Law, but very soon Allah will

send vou in the station calletl 'Muqam-e-Mahmoodah' ',r'hich is

t l .e  s ta t ion  o f  t l re  Sea l  o f  Wi laya th  o f  N4r - rhammad (PBUH)  to

f'rl 'oFagate the rules of Haqeeqat' in the dress of rvilat'ah. That

mearis that the atldress in the ra''orcis :

l)9a.:t r lrl4. CJ.1.;,iJ.:tu-

is  to t i re innet ' -being of Messenger of Al lah and that is the 'being'

c r f  the  r . ronr isec l  i \4a l rd i .  There fore ,  the  anprearance o f  Iu ram

\ 4 a h c ' i i  i n  t h e  s t a t i o n  o f  W i l a y a t - u l l a h  o r  K h a t i n r - e - W i l a v a t - e

- iv luhainmadi Seal of  t l ie \ \ ' i lavah of Mulramtn.rd is exact lv the

air l rcrralrce nf the Messenger of Al lalr .  Flazrat Janrr (rnay Al lah

h a v e  r r e r c v  u p o l l  i r i m )  h a s  p o i n t e d  t o w a r d s  t h i s  f . r c t  i n  l ' r i s

cor,rpiet :

t i
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Hefiz ll l^rirazr st;ited ihat
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I i r , :  . rL , t , ' .  e :  l - r i ( . . ' : i s  i i t i t  r i re  : r ing le  t ru th  app ' rgxygd rn  the

p r i a c c ' t ' i  \ r r ; F i t i r ' : r i r  i ;  i l , t .  S e a i  r , f  N t i t - u i , r ' a h . l n d  g o t  t i r e  n a m e

\4 t r l ianrn i ; i i  a r t r - i  i r r  r - , i . rce  o i  Wi la f ,ah  ap t r€?rer i  as  thc .  Sea l  o f

\\/riavair :rtcl got il ie name of Muirammad Mahdi. Since the two

Sea ls  l l ; rpp- ,en  tc  be  one t ru t i r ,  i t  f ras  nc- r th i r rg  to  do  w i th

t ra r rs i l ig ra t i r rn  wh ich  is  in tpcs- . i t ' l e  and fo rb idder r  accord ing  t r r

Sharialr .

\4; iularra [ tunrr s i ; r ,s t l rat

, i  ls  P; . t t  e t l  t i lJ i  t i "  '

\ \ ' i l a r  a t -u . ^ah  o r  \ \ ' : , : . i  - , : - ' : -

t l r e  Ta -avu l l e -e - . { \ \ ' i ' ,  - .  L r :

aPPeared hvice.  Lt : ,cc ln  i i '

t l re  dress of  ! \ ' i lar  ah.  I  : .e  J

anci  the lasL

T i r e  a r g u n - , f  ' 1  i  c '  \ '

Qu ran .  The  r r i nc . : - ' . <  - ' :  ( ' - - -

Ra t i ona l i s t :  a -  ' ,  ' .  . .  - : -  : ^ :  . '

This trair t : (  r .  ' : : : - r i

th r ' I r ,aar  ) ' .1 ; r l i . i  :  l '  ' :  . '

' ,  '  !

+T ,i
:)/V

L t  ! t

e,i-!_* ,-(:,^ ,-.*l i-i,,: i:J:.; ;':r* q1*Lj *.*.*, _y'}

.i ,-.r!^, -,)-;: :-"1;-,1-(i1" ,iLJr,I.F jU-

;aS

i - lence froln holy verse
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it is proved that tu'o st:als irre orre rvitlt .rll thier attributes'

wiiayat-ullah or wilavat-e-\4uh;'irnmadiyal-r, u'trich is termed as

the ,Ta-ayune-e-Aww'.1'  or the f i rst  t lctermin.-r t ion and wir ich

appeared twice. C)nce in the dress of Prophethood and again in

the clress of wilavah. The clifference is nohting but being the first

and i l re lasL

T h e  a r g u m e n t  o f  N ' l a l r d a v i s  i s  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  t e r t  o f

Qurar.r .  The pr inciple of et l i ral i i i '  r :al l  bc cl i rc ' . rsst ' r .1 ott  guidel ines of

Rat jOnal iSts as rvel l  a.-c the i i ta i ists t ' t  Al i l - ' - : " i : r rnah in l -nanV \^ 'aVs'

For instance, basei i  on t l te pr incrples of tht '  Rahonal ists

( l v lu taka l imeer r )  the  Messer rger  o f  A i la i r ' s  h . r l y  1 - ,e rsona l i t t '  i s

Klraleefatul iair-  Cal iph of Cod, lv lassctpatr i i -Kh;t , ' -  i t 'ee fr ' -"n si t t '

attributed u,ith Khulq-e-Azeem- Great moral character and he is

the Dafe-e-Halakat-e-Umirlat,- Saviour of the Ummah' Since the

prophet  h imse l f  s ta te r l  tha t  the  Mahd i  i s  a  Kha lee fa tu l iah-a

\,'iceregent of Clcrcl, except lm.ln.r \4aliel i nribrltlt ' else is attributed

rt . i th thrs qual i t l , i ike the \ ' lesr: , r ' , ; ] t : i  Or ' r l la i-r  (Pt"uH). creat -qt i t rni

: , :hOlarS haVe baSe. l  the i r  a r l ; t r r r ie l r t  . i r ' { ' i r r .  i  j  l  ' tn ' r t l  r -  in l rc rcence

ibe i r rg  f , .gE '  i rom s ip )  o f  ln ra l r t  \4a i r '1 t  : - ' i ,  i i - te : . , r .1  : i r ( r l i  l l r  ry i r i c l - r  the

\4essenger of Al lah said:

lvl ea rr i r. g:

u'rik itr n-,

*h )1 csjl * rs'^.riJl
-\ i  \1r.| :cl i-rr- lv{inniYaqfoo Asari Wa Laa Y'-rkf i

l : r . ' i rn  l l la l - rc l i  be lon; ls  i ( i  tn* ' l  (n ' " '  pr i ' rgerrv)  '  i re  w' i l l

i '  f l ) { i ts t rL)s ; r r l i ' i , :  . ' , :11 t t i r t  er - ; ' ' .

T ] r is  t ra, - l i t lc rn est l rb i is l res i l r l i  l l le  }1,1. : . : : ;enger of  A. ] i : rh  and

the lnram ]" {ah. i r ,  boi i r  i rave the r :or .n ion at t i ibr i te  of  beinq f ree

E

t

J . :

r . -i. -j+, tLi,.r;rl 
,-.l i '- 1l

-  i ,  . .  j  \ i  -  J-:r :_. :-T,- ,JY_,

: .  1  j ,  €  t ru  th  appeared in  the

\  . l .L r  , " r 'ah  and go t  the  name

i - r u r  r  r - n , ' a r c , i  a s  t h e  S e a l  o f

h:nnad lr4ahdi. Since the two

.  . '  r i r : .  l r o t h i n g  t o  d o  r n ' i t h

!  - -  r r r r i  fo rb idden accorc i ing  to

-:>; .,-* g1*Lri ,- '" j, ,/ l

-lr.f

_(: j '  r l  ---r-_ _ -)
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from sin anel it is obvious that one who is free fronr sin alone can
perfectlv follow the one who is free from sin. And the rule that a
follower cannot be equal to the one whom he foilows apprlies to
tlie followers who are defective. since Imam Mahdi is free from
sin, lre is tlre most perfect follower of the Messenger of Allah and
for the same reason, he is equal to the Messenger i. all his actions
except the sr:ecific personal qualities. Hence the ,,eual" _ spoken
word a.c-l "Fel" - the deed and ,'Haal,,- the conclition of Mahdi
(PBUH) being same like the eual,Fel anil Haal of the Messenser
of Aliah (PBUH) is proved from the very saying of the Messenger.
Moreo',uer, in the trait of Ismat-innocence (being free from sin)
Mahdi (PBUH) is similar to the Messenger of Alrah (PBUH). in
respect of the great moral character of the Messenger, Allah the
rnost High mentioned that- And the Messenger of Allah (pBUH)
saicl that in the matter of moral character Mahcli is ;ust iike me.
Thus the  l i keness  o f  Rasso l  ( the  N{esse^ger )  and the  Mahc i i  in
'great moral character' is 1-rye1'g6.

.  The |v lessenger  o f  A l lah  sa id  t r ra t  Maher i  (pBUH)  is  the
sa'iour 'f the Ummah from destruction just like himself. Hence,
the similaritv between the Rasool and the Malrcli in this attribute
also is established.

only a few great attributes have been citecl here in wrriclr
no  o ther  person except  lmam Mahd i  i s  s im i la r  o r  equa l  to  t l . re
Messenger of Al lah (PBUH).

Af te r  c i t ing  a  few e ' idences  on  the  pr r inc ip les  o f  the
Mutakallimeen-Rationalists it seems proper to look into the line
of argumerrt of the 'Muhaqiqeen'- the Realists. Tlre Muhaqiqeen

have d iscussed in c lepr t f t  36

t h e  i < h a t : m - u l - . { n ' o l v

Kha t rm-u i -Au i i va '  t he  Sea

occasion to 8o ln to deta l ls .

l n  s h o r t ,  r e s p e c t e

-prophethood of  the l r lesst

arrd sup.erior to the :-rro9h

a l s o , l r i s  \ \ ' l l . r r  3 : ' s a l n
' \V i i  ava  t -e  - \ l  u  l - i  a  :T '  l r  i  J .

N o o r - e - \ l u h a n m : c :  -  t i

H a q e e c l a t - e -  \ l u  h  l r : n . r J :

s u p e r i o r  t o  t i t e  \ \ ' ; . a ' . ' : h  c

Sufis call the most :t lect

Wilayah of N'luharnr.a.l a:

of  
'  The Seal  of  the \ \ ' : lava

t l re Seal  t r f  the S: :nts  or

being t . r i  thr '  :c l .  r  t  I ' rophr

tire 
'Se;rl c'f \ l ' .r i ' , .r:: ' .::^.a.1 .

N4ahd r ,  t he  ) : i : ' . : . < :  I 'BU

T l r e  l r u : : c :  l :  T a p

: , \ . . - :  \ > \

- -  t ,

I t  nrearrs t i ra t  . rs  t i re  \  ubr

the 
'Nr tessel ' lger  ( ) t  . \ . tah i

Lre n ' i th  lnrant  \ ' l . t  r ' , . i :  l '3 t
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51s i*'h., is free fronr sin alone can

[r.r: :rt rr sin. And ihe rule that a

one rt'hom he follows applies to

.  S;nce Imam Mahdi is f ree from

ier of the Messenger of Allah and

tc the lvlessenger in all his actions

l i t ies. Hence the " 
Qual" -  spoken

I 'Haal"-  the concl i t ion of Mahdi

ral ,Fel and Haal of  the Messenger

the verv sar.ing of the Messenger.

:- innocence (being free from sin)

:  \ lessenger of Al lah (PBUH). in

acr€: . f th.e Messenger, Allah the

i t.-,: \lessenger of Allah (PtsUH)

. l  ch:: . :cter Mahrl i  is iust i ike me.

re  \ te .senger )  and t l re  Mahd i  in

h  . : i d  t h a t  M a h c l i  ( P B U H )  i s  t h e

structron just like himself. Hetrce,

ol and the Malrc'li in this attribute

rte= have been cited here in which

\ {ahd i  i s  s im i la r  o r  ec tua l  to  the

d e n c e s  o n  t h e  p r r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e

{.ems L)roper to look into the line

n - the Real ists.  The Muhaqiqeen

11

haved iscussed indep. l t l rabout thede l ica tere la t io r rs l r ipsbewveen

t h e ' k h a t i m - u l - A n b i y a ' -  t h e  S e a l  o f  P r o l ' ' ' h e t s  a n d

Khaiim-ul-Auliya' the Seal of Saints' Hon'ever' this is not the

occasion to go into details'

ln  shor t ,  respec tec l  Suf is  be l ieve  t l ' ra t  the  'Nabuwah '

-prophethood of the Messenger of Allah (PBLIH) is most perfect

arrd superior to the prophethood of all the earlier prophets' So

a l s o , h i s  ! V i l a y a h  ( s a i n t h o o d )  w h i c h  i s  a l s o  t e r m e d  a s

'Wi lava t -e -Muhan ' rmat i i '  -  the  'Sa in t l rood o f  Muharnrnad"  
'

N o o r - e - i r 4 u h a m m a d i ' -  t h e  ' L i g h t  o f  L ' l u h a r n m a d '  a n d  ' T h e

Haqeeqat -e -N ' luhammadi '  -  the  E 'sseucc  o f  Muhammad e tc '  i s

s u p e r i o r t o t l r e W i l a v a l r o f a l l t . l i e e a r l i e r p r r o p . l l . r e t s . T l r e r r o b l e

Sufis call the most Lrerfect matrifestation (Mazhar-e-Atum) of this

Wilayah of Muhammar'1 as the'Khatim-e-Wilayat-e-Mulrammadi'

o f 'TheSea lo f theWi layahofN ' luhammad" 'Khat imu lAu l iya 'o r

ti-re 'Seal of tlre Saints' or 'Batin-e-Khatimul Anbiya'- 
'The inner-

being ot the Seal of Prophets' arrd thev prove from evidences that

tjre 'Seal of N'Iui-ranrrnacl's Wilavah' c';' ihe 'Seal of Saints' is lmam

lvlahi'l i, the Prromised (PBUH)

The autlror of 'Taialliyat-e-Ralrmani' wrote that:

.:r\,. -1-S...,8 ft 
'-' "l4lJl 'Jy: -rl t:'J+.,fo {+\i"

,-.'..1 a)-Jl qi.c' Lrt-' rr

It meatts that 'as the Nubuwh' prsplglhooel came to an end r'r' ith

the 'lr{essenger of All.rh' (l 'BUH),so also' tire encl of Wilavah rt' i l l

L le *, i th lnrarn t l ; rhr i i  (PBUH)'
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r c :  > : -' Ihe 
author of 'Mafateehul 

E jaz, wri tes i r_r j lows:

.-' iL-; € ,.ia: )-f :^+f.-,..,f 1-9J--,=j _c+y;;l.r_,lr - , U; ylr.rl_..

f Y*.ii 4..,-Ic. .-, ..,1

I t  means tha t  bv  the  sear  o f  the  sa i r r ts  i s  rn tanr  \ fahr r i ,  the ' ro -
mised o*e ,  n ' .ose  advent  rvas  promised by  the  \ , fessanger  o f
Allah (PBUH).

'  l \ 4 a u l a n a  A b c l  u r - l { a z z a q  K a s h a n i  \ { , r r r e s  L r r r t i e r  l s t r _
la th-e-Sufva'-the Sufi "l.erminolog,v, 

that:

aJ )t f i c ) -f t;t g;.r4*it r.r .

I t  nreans, lre is t i re prolntsed r. , lahcl i  who n. i l l  a ir l )ear rol l ,ards the
er t r l  o i . t ; : ; re .

I{azratii Siraikul Akbar (Muhiuddin Ibn Arabi) alscr n,r"iies
iha t  the  sea i  o f  lV i ra . rah  o f  I r ronr ised  Muhan lmacr  i s  I - laz ra th
fr,lahd i (Put_.jiJ)

Fierrc: '  ' t l re \4e:-selrger.  of  , { l lah rs tJ ' re "st : i ,  r  I  I ) r . rrrrets, ,

l r r i i  : ' . t r  i , , i  : i r r . i i  I ,  t h e  
" S e a l  

o f  S a t r r t s , , i i r t , a c e , : r . - r  i l i _  ( ! i i  t l l c r i l  ) .  l i t

th is attr ibute of "Khat imivat ' ,  
or beini ;  the , ,Seal,  

or being Conclui l_
e r ,  I 6 ' " r n  M a i r e l i  ( l ' ' B U F { )  i s  s i r n i r a r  t o  t h e  N l c s s a ^ g e r  o f  A i l a h
( l ' tsuH). A*i i  t i r is is the i . .c ir . rcurr arrd speciai i t . - r 'n icrr  is not po:--

The  : ' ; t hc ' r  o f  Cu^sh ln -e '

. r u r i r l ' :  i ' :  
' \ l . t l a t e e h u i  f  l : z  \ { :

l ' : : . ' , ' i r . ' t s  a r r , - l  t he  
'Se l l  c ' i  - q : i n

r re r . r l - e - \  . . k ta i  -  co r l l ' - ) iP t c  onenc

r i . e  l i r n e r -  b e i n g  o f  t h e  S . r l  o i  P :

' s te t i r r n  o f  L .ee - \ l r -  \ l l . . l i r ;  i \ . r . i i  1 l

i s  i l t e  r r c l ' . t  . : i  e  S : . : : : l  n  -  i  : : e  I ' l e r

) ' .  ; .  n . r  i - : -T: i  - .L : : ' . : -  : i^"  of  I

t h e r e  s h o ' . ; . J  e r : . : : : ! r c  i : : . {

N i s l r a t -e -Su i ' t  r  -  5 .  :  .  . - :  : c l : t : - ' hsh

o f  l r ea r t s ;  . r r r d  N i sba t - . -Ha . j q r  -  [

Seal  of  Saints belongs tc  the . {a l  ,

P roPhg l ' 5  Dau  gh te r ,  hL ' ' - ) ( ) : sL ' i s€

s i r rce t l re  sacrer l  i rear t  ot  the Seai

, r n r - l  i i av r ' l ess  f o l l ou ' i r r g  o i  i i ' . .  S

n r i r r r t r  o f  u r ' r e t rd i t r : t  g l i l r l ' - )S rS ,  t l

es taL ' l i >  i t e . i .

, \ i r , . i  s i t r ce  t ! ' r e  ce . r l  ,  t  - 4 ,

I  ee-N' la- . - \ I iah i  \Vaqt  u ' l t ich l - . r ' - - ' :

i l re  lv ies: r ' r rger  c ' f  A l i . rh  i r - i  r r  l l rch

p r o p ' r i r e t  ( r t ' a t r q e l  c l o s e  t o  L l o J .

; ' r ' . r l i ry  is  a lso establ ishet i .  Ft r : ih

l c l e t i o r t s h i i r  i s  i r r g h e r  i l r u l  : r t r  i :

1 -11 ,11e ' i o re ,  t l r e  a r r t l r o r  c r f  
' l i l r f r t

c q u a l t t l  o i ' l i a s o o l '  a r r t . l ' \ 1 . ' r l ' , r l r

J r l d  i n  i ' ac t  co rn ; r i g te  o t t e t t c< -

1 ,



r i . r : cehu l  E  laz  . , r . r j tes  ro j lo rvs :

- -  ,  j * - a  c + y ;  j l : _ , i , , . . U ; y l 1 ; t _

f  : '  , l l .  . - ' .  , l

i  c i  t :  e  S . r in ts  i s  meanr  \ tah i - l i ,  thc  Pro_

nr , . , ,  :s promised b-y t i re . \ , lessanger of

- l l a z z r q  K a s h . r n i  \ 4 , r t t e s  u r r t J e r , l s t r _

n;r r . , . : 's r ' '  t l ta t :

tl 
,r ,;o-*J,a.r**Jr.;,l,

ec ' .1ahdi  
who wi l l  aFpear towarc is  the

xi::- , 'r.luhiutldin Ibrr Arabi) also lt,r"ite.s

c'  l ' r  i . rnr ised lr luhanlmar. i  is [_ierzrat l r

gr:  ( ) l  , { l lah is  the , ' - {g" ,  
r  I  I ' ro l r l re fs ,

. '  : . t , ; ' , ts  tp t )ace i ) , r r  11. .  i , , - ,  t i ter i t  ) .  I l t

I  . :  c .e inr :  the "Seal , ,  
or  being Colrc iud-

r . ,  s l r l i l a r  t c  t h e  l r l c s s , t r r g e r  r t f  A l l a h

. :  t l  :  J l r t i  S p r s g i ; ; i t . r | r i c r r  i s  n o t  i r t r . _ _

sessed anvone in the Ummah except Imam Mahdi (PBUFf).

The author of "Gulshan-e-Raz" and i ts conrmentator,  the

aut l ro :  c , f  " \ la fa teehu l  EJaz"  wro te  tha t  be tween the  'Sea l  o f

[ ] i ' o ; - .11"1 . '  a r rd  the  'Sea l  o f  Sa in ts '  a  perec t  re la t ionsh ip  and

Kamal-e-Yaktai' - complete ol'teness exists. The Seal of Saints is

tl.e irrrrer- being of the Seal of Prophets and the inheritor of the
'Siat ion'  of  'Lee-Ma-Al lahi  Waqt '  ( l  have a t ime rvi th Ai lah) which

is the exclr-rsive'Stat ion'of the Messenger of Al lah ( I- 'BUH)

Nisbat-e-Ta-Amrnah' of  p 'rgrfgr-1 relat ionslr ip rneans that

t h e r e  s h o u l d  e x r s t  t h r e e  k i n d s  o f  p e r f e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .

N isba  t -e -Su lb i  -  B lood re la t iohsh ip ; ;  N  isba  t -e -Qa ib i  l le la t ionsh ip ' r

of  i rearts;  and Nisbat-c-Haclqi  -  Relat i r-rnship i rr  t ruth. Since t l - re

Seal of  Saints belongs to the 'Aal of  Muhammad' -  Descendant of

Prol ' rhsi '5 Daughter,  he p-rossesses the blooc- l  relat ionshipr.  And

siuce the Sacretl ireart of the Seal of Saints bi virtue of his perfect

enr j  l ' i avv lc 'ss  fo l lovv ing  o f  the  Sea l  o f  Prop- 'h915 l .as  become a

rur i r r l r r  c ' f  t rnend i r r r . t  u i in rp rscs ,  the  re la i io r rsh i l t  o f  hear t  i s  a lso

es ta  L , ] i> i re r i .

, i r r r i  s ince  the  Sea l  o f  Sa i r r ts  in i re r i ted  the  'S i . r t ion '  o f
' l  ee-N4.r-Al iahi  lVaqt '  vvhich haprpens to be the exclusive st ,r t ion of

ihe i \ les:r .nger of Al lah i rr  which there is no ro()m for an-v other

p - r y o 1 - r i r e t  c r r  a n i l e l  c l o s e  t o  C o d ,  t h e ' r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  t r u t h ' a n c i

r-eal ih '  is also estrbl ishecl.  Ftrr ther,  he rvr i tes that this part icular

r c i a t i o r r s l r i p  i s  h i r : l r e l  a r r d  s u p r s r l . r ' '  t o  a l l  o t l r e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p - r s .
" i ' l te re fo re ,  

t l re  a r : t l i o r  o f  i \4a fa t r . : r l ,L r l  [1az 'has  in te rpr re te r ' l  t l re

cr. l r rai i tv oi  ' I {asooi '  and 'Nl.r i rdi '  t l :c ; rrost perfect relat ionship'r

. rr ld in i 'act cornpriete ()ueltess.
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. shaik Akbar Muhiuddin Ibn Arabi writes in l 'ris Fusoosul
Hikam, the 6th clrapter, that some persons acquainted with God
say tlrat we ciid not identifo Him as it shotrld have been. .That

mearls one group made it l imited and tlre other's quest came to an
end. Botlr of these are called ll.uvat-e-Muclaiyedalr' or ' l imitecl
vis ion'  i r r  the Mahdavia Terminologv. The thirc l  s i tuat ion in the
knowledge and cogn izance o f  God is  a  s ta t ion  r , r ,here  the
cognizant neitlrer claims co6lnizance nor their quest comes to an
end. As the p€rSon of God is infinite, their quest too is endless.
Mahc ia 'ees  ca l l  th is  abso lu te  v is ion .  In  the  te rmino logv  o f
'Muhaq-q ioeen '  -  su f i  seekers  o f  God i t  i s  ca i led  ' i lm B i l la l r '  -

knowledge from Allah, Illm sukooti' - mystical knov'ledge 'not

let t i .g expressior l '  or 'sair-e-La-Mutanahi '  -  unencri^g journey.

Then, the shaik goes to r.r'rite that this third station is not reached
expected  b) ' th "  sea l  o f  Prop- rhg15 and the  sea l  o f  sa in ts  (pBU
them).

Our lmam (I)BUH) saicl that tl-re 'Being, of Got-l is infinite
and tlre quest of the tr.r'o seals too has no limit.

From tlre assertions of Shaik-e-Akbar, it is evident that in
t l re  n ra t te rs  o f  ' knowle t ' , " , )  f rom A l lah '  and t l " re  ' the  qu ie t ing
gnosis '  arrd unl imited ;ourney in cluest,  the Messenger of . \ l la lr

ancl the Promiseci lr{ahdi (l 'BU t}renr) are eclual. The sa-vin;i oi the
Imarrr t l rat :

#l ri rtf_*:,- +L- ;11.1 ;L
rneaning that botir of us are not from tlre rrolvtheists is the verdict
of this st;rtion.

Sh.tf Albar rr'h:le rtakit

issue ob' :cn6 that not onlv the

proplrcts (pcace be upon thern)

i i 'BUH) have the vis ion in 'Misht

larnp s piacedl of the Seai of sa

Seal of saints is the follor+'er of th

o f  the  ru ies  o f  Shar ia i r  bu t  th is  a ;

any  c i i f  ie rence in  the  r . : 'es t ige  a t

because he is iorr  f :om one angic

respective explanahot'.s cf th:s Ea

l \4au ' lana . - rbd  ur  3 : : r ;na : ' .  Iemi

Kasiran! in the:r  oi \ ' ; ' r  :o:ni l lan

discussed here :r. ,leta:. T:E F.rl

Seal of saints ,rnC tir Sat:n - :nrt

He has both higlrer ani ,or^'er rtl

Allah. From one srde he ls the fo

arrd from tire other side he ls thr

Messenger of Allah is the one r+'l

tlre folioi.r'er from the othe:' sitie.

These tu 'o  p r65 i1 len  o f  h

e s t a b l i s i r e r - i  f r o m  t h e  s a t ; n

A h l - e - S u n n a h  a n c l  t h e v  h a v e

tPgUHf  He sa ic i  t i ra t :

.f ,J tf+-r- ,. ,-. rlr.i ,:

I t  rnear rs  tha t  l ' am the  fo l lou 'e

Shariah and fol lon'ed in real in '

equa l i t v .
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iuddin Ibn Arabi wri tes in his Fusoosul

h:t  some persons acquainted with God

hfv Him as i t  s lrould have beer.r .  .That

l :m: 'ed arrd the other 's quest canle to an

led  l iuva t -e -Muqa iyedah '  o r '  l im i ted

[e:nirnologv. The third si tuat ion in the

ance o f  God is  a  s ta t ion  r , r 'here  the

iognlzance nor their quest comes to an

>d is infinite, their quest too is endless.

; c i : r t e  v i s i o n .  I n  t h e  t e r m i n o l o g v  o f

r . \e : ' s  o f  God i t  i s  ca l led  ' l lm B i l lah ,  -

llm Sukooti' - mystical knor,r,ledge 'not

r : -e -La-Mutanah i '  -  unend ing  jour r rey .

r:re that this third station is not reached

Pror .he ts  and the  Sea l  o f  Sa in ts  (pBU

) s.r:d that the 'Being' of God is infinite

ra .s  too  has  no  l im i t .

-< o: :lhaik-e-Akbar, it is evident that in

- '  f  r o m  A l l a h '  a n d  t h e  ' t h e  q u i e t i n g

rnev in quest,  the Messenger of . { l la lr

l 'EL them) are eclual. The sa-yin;'; oi the

L(-;- rJ--..;11rr1L

e not from the polytheists is the verdict

Shaik Akbar n'hi le making a del icate discussion of the

issue observes that not only the saints of the Ummah but the

p.rophets (peace be upon thern) and even the Seal of prophets

(PBUH) have the vision in'Mishkath' a niche in the wall (where a

Iamp is placed) of the Seal of saints (PBUH). Even though the

Seal of saints is the follower of the Seal of prophets in the matter

of the rules of Shariah but this apparent following does not make

any di f ference in the prest ige and dignity of the Seal of  saints

because he is low from one angle, l're is high from the other. The

respective explanations of this say'ing of Shaik ul Akbar given by

N 4 a u l a n a  A b d u r  R a h m a n  J a m i  a n d  M a u l a n a  A b d u r  R a z z a q

K a s h a n i  i n  t h e i r  o \ ^ ' n  c o m m e n t a r i e s  o n  t h e  F u s o o s  c a n o t  b e

discussed here in detai l .  The gist  is that the Mal.rdi  (PBUH) is the

Seal of saints and the Batin' - intrer - being of the Seal of prop-rhg15.

He has both higlrer and lower relationships u'ith the Messenger of

Allah. From one side he is the follower of the lvlessenger of Allah

and from tire other side he is the one who is followed. And the

Messenger of Allah is the one who is followed from one side and

the follor.r'er from the other side.

Tirese trr 'o 1'165i1isn of being fol lower anci fol lowed are

e s t a b l i s h e c l  f r o m  t h e  s a v i n g s  o f  t h e  M u h a q - r l i q e e n  o f

Ah l -e -Sunnah ar rd  they  have been conf i rmed by  our  Imam

(PBUH)  He sa icJ  tha t :

._s* .rJ t-f+:- I rr-'.r-r.:, rJ -Lt $f dJlcJy-; gb L

I t  rnear rs  tha t  I 'am the  fo l lower  o f  the  Messenger  o f  A l la l r  in

Shariah and iollorled in realitv'. This is an evidence of Lrerfect

eclual i t r ' .
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The essence of research of the autlrors of 'Gulslran-e-Raz'

and it's conrnrentators, the author of 'Mafateeh-ul-Eiaz' the author

or  ' l r shac i -u l  Ar i feen ' ,  Sha ik  Akbar ,  Abdu l  Rahman Jami  and

Abdul Razzacl Kashani etc. tlre Mulraq-qiqeen of Ahl-e-Sunnat is

t h i s .  T h e  S e a l  o f  S a i n t s ,  H a z r a i  M a h d i ' s  p e r s o n  h a s  t h r e e

d is t inc t i ve  aspec ts .  F i rs t ,  A l lah  the  most  h ig l r  made h im the
'Nasir' - Suprl't6ft91of the religion of the Messenger, Corrsolidator

of tlre rules of Shariah, Caliph of tlre Messenger in Shariah and

his follower. Our lmam also said that I am ordered bv Allah to

sav tlrat:

dll Jf-t J4-'.-, eUl[qe ;itJ,
meaning thai  I  am sen,ant of Al lah and fol lower of N4ohammed,

the Messenger of Allah.

The second aspect of his persorr is that he is t l re Seal t ' r f

Saints or the corrclueler of the lVi laval i  of  \ loharlnrar l  .  Ancl f rorn

th is  aspec t  he  is  the 'Mara j -e -ku l 'o r  the  source  to  tu rn  back  fo r

orte anrl ail. Whetlrer common or uncommon, saints or prroprhets,

all get the vision in the niche of the Seal of Saints. Towarr'ls tlrrs

tire best of creation imam Mahdi has pointed out wlren lre s.rid

that:

.,ui -,1 t* J qF -rr d:.41 +lJl .J-*, eti L

arrcl  this is t l re verv'stat ion'  u,here from the Irnam said that:

lSr=;-,er r-r..,ri 3r; f ,stt- J

No one is more venerable than Mahcl i ,  except Al lah.

The third capacity is this. No one otlrer than the Seal of

: : : ' . " ' . - - ' i : . 'oJ and t l re  Seal  of  Sl :n

. . -  ; ' . * ' : * j :e ,  not  le t t i l lg  e\ r rcSS:C'r

'1 . . . : \  and the Sair -e-L:  l ' ! - : : :ah

.  J :  t e : .m i t1g |5 r , ' . r  : .  '  . - '  . : f ? :O t t

' . : - : o r r  l r r  t l r i :  .  . i  -  '  : i ?  i x :G

- 6 1 1 , - i 1  1 : 1  1 1  ,  .  -  - :  
, : ! ' C : :  * a

arrri ir '  i  '  .1 . .- '  '-{ . : :r€!:n6t ?c

: : . 1  
:  . : . : '  - l : i ' r r g F : : e : r ' i \ :

' ' : .  - '  "  " -  -  " : : - t : : :  ' : '  I  l \ '

h l n . e . :  : f  : :

-  t -  ! - - : -

i l l € i l l l l i i : i  : . ' . 1 '  ; ' - : :  - ' : ' - .  : :

; . t
: 'n , , ' . r r t ing At td I  a l t t  , ro t  ' - :^ .e o1

vertl ict of Gt-rd, b"oli

l - h i s  be l i e f  i n  t he  e - t i r . r , : 1

s c ' l ; r e  o i  o u r  p r e o p l s ,  L r u t  i h l > : :

f r om the  tex t  o f  Q r - i r a r r  ; .  i ' - i r '

im;- lp l inncs that  o l re lv l to  ln . tLes

a r rd  t he  N4a i r t i i  t o  t l l e  t ' \ t c ' l l l  . ' i

exarnple)  is  unfor tunate l r  r jer  t - :

[ ' e fec t i on  i n  knou  ]e . l i : e

rec lu i re th; r t  everv rank shotr . . l

conluse issue and to uni fv  o ' - \ ' -1 , ' :

cl istrtrl-rirrg.
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:a: 'ch oi  t l re .rut l rors of 'Culslran-e_Raz'

authoi-  of  , \ lafateeh-ul-Ejaz, the auttror
r a : k  { k b a r ,  A b d u l  R a h m a n  f a m i  a n d
the \ luh.rr1-c1ic1een of Ahl-e-sunnat is

,  H . a z r a t  M a h d i ' s  p e r s o r l  h a s  t h r e e
Al l rh  t l ' re  most  h igh  mac- le  h im the

:! ig iorr  of  the Messenger,  Corrsol jc lator

t l : rh of t l re Messenger in Shariah and
so said that I am ordered bv Allah to

e-:r, 
.r.,u dl.t-c;l Ji

or  { l l , - rh and fo l lower of  Mohammecl .

>f i r : i  psrson is that l re is t l re Seal of
te \ \ ' ; .31'111 of Mohammatl  .  Ant l  f roin
-€-.rll l or the source to turn back for
lon or uncommon, saints or prophets,
re of the Seal of Saints. Towarc-ls thts
r lahdi has pointeci  out wlren l re s.r ic l

=-j _,J -+t-'t alllcJ-*, elJ L

rn rvhere from the Imam said that;

4 /- : ' , J t ; ) a t a ; l

ab le  t han  Mahc l i ,  excep t  A l l a l r .

t i l s .  No  one  o the r  t ha r r  t i t e  Sea l  o f

20

l :o; i ' , t t i ror ' rd and the Seal of  Sainthoot l  has t l re ' l lnr-e-sukut i ' ,  t l re

r\no\r'ierige, not letting expression', Iim Billah, - knora,let-lge frorn
:. l i r l i  and the Sair-e-La Mutanahi the unenri ing j rrurrre),  rvhich is

o u r  t e r m i n o l o g v  i s  t l r e  s t a t i o n  o f  ' R u v a t - e - i v 4 u t i a o l - r  
a b s o l u t e

'. lsiorr ln tli is caFracih', the sacretl Dersol'rs of the tn'o seals are so

rnucl'r erlual to each otl-rer in the ranks of knorvleclge' frorir God

arrd in tire degrees of rrearness to God that a ciifferentiatiorr of an

hair's breadth betu'een the hvo is not proper. This is the staticrrr

.rLrrrut r ' i r ich our Irnarn said ai .cut the \ , lesserrger of Al lah ancl
i r : : l . e l i  t l r : t :

^tl ". - j_-'- , I - jl ..i -,:L

: r ' : ; l r . : n {  i l . r r  h c t h  ( , f  r :  . ; r : e : . , c i  i l - o r n  t h r .  n o i v t l r e i s t s '

-5r- ' - ) t . r  ut  1, ,

r t ._. , :  - . t : ' t  . - r ; . . i  I  anr rrot  or- ,e rr f  the pol l , t l reists ' .  Here, bv thr,
' .  t : .1 ict  of  God, both t l re Sc'als arr:  ectual.

T : . .  : . . : . f  ln  the  ec lua l i f v  r . r 'as  taken t r r  be  su l ts id ia rv  by

s(, i r i :  i , i  a. : :  - ' r , . ' , r le,  Lrut this is vVrong. Vr/ l r i r taVt:r  is estair l ished

f l i ' r r  t i  .  : - . ' , . :  . :  Q u r a n  i s  f u r r t l a r n e n t a l .  I t , : a r r i e s  s o  m u c h

l: . t1 ' , ' r ' : : .1. ,----  : l ' . : l  c: te rr 'hO rnakeS a cl ist inCtjon L.r : tn, t_ 'eu the l iaSOOI

ar r t j  thc  i . i - ,  : .  l .  l l r c  ex ten t  o f  a  t l rousar id th  Frar t  o f  an  ha i r  ( fo r

erant ' - . ; , .  ;s ; : , r l : tunatel f '  r ie",Oid Of Iman-fai th.

i ' e i : : : . .  r - ,  : r  k r rou , le t ' lge ,  f i rmt ress  o f  fa i th  and honesty

re.t lu ire th:r i  e*.en : 'ank should he kept at i ts proper piace. To

confuse issue,rnr i  t ()  uni f \1 6irprosi tes is bound to be r lamaging and

c1istruLring.
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Well known 'Tabe-ee' successors of tl"re campanions of

Prophet  Mohammad (PBUH) ,  Ibn  S i reen 's  (RZA)  say ing  is

comprehensive of all the appare nt and intrinsic arptments of the

retionalists and realists scholars of Ahl-e-Sunnah. The author of

Aqcluddurar has narrated from Auf bin Munabbah that Ibn Sireen

said that:

meaning'Mahdi (PBUH) will be equal to our Prop'rl 'ret (PBUH)'

ln conclusion, Mahclavis are not alone in their faith in the

equalitv of the Rasool and the Mahdi (peace be upon them) but

t h e i r  b e l i e f  i s  t o t a l l y  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f

Muhaq-qiqeen of Al'rl-e-Sunnah. This belief of tl 're Mal.radavis is

derived from the verse of the Holy Quran :

eS 'jJ�t;,r ul Lr1

meaning And I am not otle of the poh'theists' and also:

ts)..t tLU, g!-r d:'e- rlr ,r-r

Apart from the text of Quran it is based on the traditions of the

Proprhet (PBUH) anci the savings of Hazrat Mahdi (PBUH) n'hich

have been mentiorrecl above. When the savings of the Prophet

and tlre Nlahcli (F'eoce be upon them) are there, there is no need

of anV other evidence of argument. However, Mahdavia's belief

is not eliffererrt from the various relatiorrships between Rasool and

Mahdi (peace be upren them) proposed by the Muhac'1-c1ic1een of

Ahl-e-sunnal-r. Nevertheless, Mahdavis interpret these relations

comprehensivelv antl call them 'Taswiath'or equality'

(Translated fron the ntonthly Noo-e-Hayat Vctl 20, Issue June

1981 iront pages 2 rc 11.)
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